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E: 1 been moved in the Grand In- 


ſueſt, and agreed unto by them, That 
hould be defir d to make Publick, and 
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laſt Sunday before the Judges: I am com 


manded by them, and in their Names to pre- 


ſent you this Paper to that purpoſe, for the 
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Let your Moderation be known unto all Men: The 
1 lord wat hand. | 


J. a Man were to take Advice of a baſe ſort of Wiſdom, he 
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would be careful to let his Moderation be known jto as 
few as poſſible: for the avoiding that Character which 
ö ſo ungracious a Virtue would bring upon him. But when 
7 he has St. Paul to back him, when the Virtue is recommended _ 
in Scripture as what ſhould diſcover it ſelf in our whole Beha- 
{ vioor, a Man ſhould then be neither aſham'd ta practiſe nor 
afraid to own and promote it; when beſides its Natural Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Beauty, it has the guard of ſuch an Authority. 
1 It were to be hoped that when Men ſo freely opened againſt 
e . tis not the Duty that they are diſpleas'd with, but the falſe 
7 Pretences to it; or if their words ſometimes ſeems to go beyond 


that, that it is an undeſign'd Miſtake. A clear Explanation - | 


therefore of it may remedy all this: For thereby Men will be 
able to diſcover wheret it really is, and to have ſuch a true 
Knowledge of its Worth, as not to dare to ſet their Anger come 
within that compaſs which good Reaſon and Scripture defend. 
I ſhall not then, however St. Paul might here be particular, 
confine my ſelf ro any one Branch, or Occaſion of it: but as 
the Precepts of the Goſpel may be apply'd to all Circumſtances, 
and were written for thoſe that come after, I ſhall conſider the 
Duty in its full extent, as it reaches us, who are Men and Chri- 
ſtians, and ſettled in this Conſtitution of Church and State. 
And to uſe a Method in this Caſe, I ſhall, W 
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1. Set forth the Virrue of Moderation, what it is, and what 
are the Principles of a Man endu d with it. fe 
II. Shew the Excellency of it, and that a Man need not be 
alham d to let it be known unto all Men, WE 
III. Conſider the Reaſon given why Men ſhould put on and 
practiſe this Virtue, The Lord is at hand. And; 5 
. Per ds fee what this Virtue of Moderation is, and what 
re the Principles of a Man that poſſeſſes it. The Greek word 
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Fis cle or 20 be, and that if we look into the bel 
Commentaries and Lexicons has different Interpretations, but 
Fall centring in much the ſame Temper. It is thought here in 
the Text to ſignify a Patient Reſignation to the Will God of 
under their Sufferings, without anger or Curſes on their Per- 
ſecutors, leaving their Recompenſe, and their own Deliverance 
to the Lord, who was at hand in the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. 
l, ſignifies a Meckneh and Gentleneſs of Diſpoſition, inclining 
= us to bear with, and overlook and forgive, without any pee- 
viſh Frowardneſs or harſh Reſentment. It ſignifies a Love of, 
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. ” 


and a readineſs to do what's proper, and decent, and honour- 


able. It imports Juſtice and Equity; and even an impartial 

Frame of Mind both as to Things and Perſons valuing and 

ferting a Price and Elteem oh every thing in proportion to 

its true Value, Worth and Weight; and dealing with every 

Man as we Our- ſelves would defire to be dealt with, which 

zãð the fureſt Rule of Equity. It's often taken for Clemency 

aud Tender-heartedneſs, often for a keeping a Medium, and 

not running into Exceſſes either on one fide or the other; but 

bOtkteneſt, and moſt properly for '6 Abatement of ſtrict Ri- 

© gour, for a coming down from what in Severity may be 

thought our due; for a yielding and conceding, for an equi- 

table remittance and Soſtning of the Extremities of the Law. 

Therefore tis oppofed to acting p, ſepetely and forcibly, 

and this is the Definition that Ariſtotle gives of this Virtue, and 

| the Senſe that: Demoſthenes and others uſt it in. Within ſome 

bol theſe Senſes all that I ſhall ſay will come; and I can think 

of no Word in the Engliſb Tongue that will ſo well anſwer 

them as Moderation: preſerving a Medium, a Modus and Tem- 

per, as we call it, eſteeming and being zealous for things ac 

cording to their true Meaſure, not bearing upon the Edges, 

but ſteering in the middle, governing our Paſſions ſo as to be 

able to bear with and forgive, and condeſcend to our Neigh- 

bours, and not to treat them with the rigorous Severities of a 
firearcht and tortured Juſtice. | 5 

So that Moderation is not a ſighting, and giving up an) 

ching that is truly juſt and valnable: It dotfi not ſuppoſe, that 
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ue are to abate of à true and honeſt Zeal and Courage, that 
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and neceſſary: No, but it teaches us to diſtinguith theſe things 


from thole that are circumſtantially fo, and ro efteem them fo 


much more, and to maintain and embrace them ſo much more 
earneſtly as they are better. A Man is not to be Moderateiy 


Honeſt, or moderately Virtuous : Theſe are thin weak Scan- 


dals. Virtue and Honeſty are within the Line that Modera- 


tion Willles in; nor is the Queſtion about them. The Queſtion 


is, Wether a Man may not ſtoop from ſomewhat he may 
think his own Right? Whether he may not be gentle and 
compaſſionate? Whether he may not in things that are not ſo 


good as Peace, ſeek Peace by giving them up? And the An- 


{wer is, No: A Man can't give up Juſtice and Honeſty. Who- 
ever thought ſo? Tis a e, e Theſe Virtues a Man 
that truly values "Things mul 


in matters that are not ſo eſſentially good. I is not a Man's 
Virtue and his Reaſon that he's to keep a Temper in and a hand 
over; but his Paſſions. *Tis nor his Judgment and Under- 


Condeſcenſions; but in things I indifferent in them- 
ſelves, may, accordingly to their Circumſ 
But if we come to Particulars, we ſhall better ſee this. 


A Man then tnat truly has this Virtue in his private Conver- 
ſation, is firſt, exactly juſt in giving to all their due; and then 
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is to be imploy'd in any thing that is in its own Nature good 


prize; but then Moderation 
teaches him to be leſs ſolicitous in leſſer things, and to bend 


ſtanding that he would contradict, but his Deſires: "Tis not 
in things that are truly good and valuable that he would make 


ances be good or evil. 


courteous and civil, and obliging. His carriage is peaceable 


and quiet to all with whom buſineſs or opportunity lead him 
to converſe : And he thinks nothing almoſt will anſwer his be- 
ing uneaſy or vexatious to them; tho his Inclination may 


carry him to accompany with thoſe that are moſt agreeable to 
him in Opinion; Yer his Juſtice and Charity are not confined, 


and neither the violence of Party rior the reſentment of Injury, 


can make him with-hold thoſe neceſſary Duties. 
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In his Opinioſis he is not ſo conceitedly poſitive as to make 
them the Standard of his Neighbours: Nor in hisRiglits fo nice- 


ly ſenſible as to make them their Plague. He never maintains 
and vindicates the one to make Men ſubmit, but when the 
Importance requires it: He never proſecutes the other but 


when *tis plain and notorious, and other means fail: In both, 


when the Occaſions are but mean trivial, he can filently les 


tem drop; if otherwiſe, he can follow them with Temper : 


A 3 . As 


+ mw, . — 2 p, 
, ; 7 

* 
* 


OE” 
7 
' * 


\s mich as lies in him, if it be poſſible 
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Peace with all Men. pos EE Ls cen 
= 4 As he x neceſſarily meet with many little Diſturbances 
and Vexations which the Vanity and Folly and Wickedneſs 
of the World will caſt in his way; this Temper gives him ſuch 
| - command of himſelf as to yield ſomewhat to Mens Infirmi- 
E ties, and forgive their Ill-nature. And as he cannot promiſe 
- himſelf to keep free from thoſe weaknefles whereby he may 
injure or offend others, hehas not ſuch a ſenſe of Honaur as 
EF. to double his Folly and his Injury by an obſtinate perſiſting; 

® we is ready to acknowledge it, and beg Pardon of the offended 
Perſon. As Men have all one Father and one God hath made ri 
them, why ſhould they deal treacherouſly, injuriouſly, mali- a, 
ciouſly, baſely, or rudely one with another? tl 
Conſider him as a Chriſtian, a Member of the Catholick Church ; 7 
- he thinks that that Revelation is the compleateſt Syſtem of the fl 
Will of God: the Laws ſo juſt, the Encouragements ſo ſtrong, v 
the Aſſiſtances vouchſaf'd in it ſo great, that the Bleſſing can c 
neyer enough be priz d by thoſe that enjoy it. Vet he knows C 
not how to condemn all thoſe that having been neceſſarily ig - 
norant of theſe Truths, have made an honeſt uſe of the Light 0 
they had; and knows no harm in believing that the Blood of a 
that Lamb that was {lain from the Foundation of the World \ 
reaches all in every Nation under Heaven, at fear God and J 

work Righteouſneſs 1 

For Chriſtians themſelves, the Scripture is their Rule, and 
their only Rule of Faith and Life. Such an Help and Guide 
as to a Man that reads it with an unprejudic d Mind, with a 
| Ancere Love and deſire of finding out the Truth, will direct 
and carry him forward in a ſure way to Salvation; and he ſhall 
err in nothing neceſſary to that end. Otherwiſe it muſt be 
aid, That either God did not deſign to give us a clear Reve: 
lation, or elſe that He could not ſo expreſs Himſelf as to accom- 
Thoſe things which are not plain, are not neceſſary; thoſe 
things Which we cannot comprehend, are no farther neceſſary 
than is reveafd. And when Men go about to explain and 
make them clear to the World, they go about a work they need 
not: But when they thruſt into the Faith their vin Philoſophy, 
and impoſe their Scholaſtick Niceties for neceſſary Religion, they 
do more than they can juſtify. How far ſome Councils have 
been guilty of this carry'd more With a zcalous Hatred to 
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Man or Party than a Love for nece 
think it concerns them, ſee. © 


es | Thoſe Diſputes which vex Chriſtianity, and have ver d it 


ſs from the very beginning, in difficult abſtruſe Points, have - 
ch been much deplorable in their Conſequences than conſiderable 


i- ia themſelves. Such they are, that Men may be fav'don both 1 


le ſides; yet ſuch as a Man would take ſome pains to convince 
a5 Men in: Thar they are worth, but to make them the Cauſe uf 
Fire and Sword, to turn Chriſti anity into Blood and Deſola- 
1 don; Werber oo 0 
The main End and Deſign of Cbriſtianity was certainly to 
le reform the World, to make Men better. The Grace of GOD 
Fi appeared to teach Men, that denying Ungodlingſs and worldly Luſts, + 
they ſhould walk ſoberly, righteouſiy, = godly in this preſent word: 
F eſis Chriſt was ſent to bleſs us, by turning very one of us 


* 


* from our Iniquities, and tho ſome one Form of Government 

g was inſtituted as proper to carry on this End; yet he that 

in conſiders right, cannot believe the Bleſſing and oodneſs of : 
vs God fo ty'd up to that, as to leave thoſe who want it under 
pe Condemnation ; tho? in their own, they attain the great Ed 


ht of Chriſtianity, and live the Lives of Chriſtizans. Such a Man 

of W abhors the turning of a reaſonable Rule of Life, Religion int 

E Mechaniſm and a Charm; and making his own Sect, as a Con- 

1d jurer's Circle, the only place of Safety from the Devi. 
He cannot ſqueeze and ſtraiten the Goodneſs of God where 


d the Revelation has not mark d out a way for his Judgment; and 
le chain him down as the Heatherns did their Idols to his own Houſe 
a or City: and therefore doubts not wherever Mens Rnow- 


2 ledge is ſincere, and their Practice Chriſtian: The God of Ju- . 
ll ſtice and Mercy will acquit and receive them, in what Church 
e or Body of Men whatfocver. Even in that Church which is 
e. the Mother of Corruptions, which has brought down Chriſtia- 
iN aity to ſomething worſe than good Natural Religion; wheres 
ever the Belief of thoſe Follies may be ſuppos d to conſiſt with 
an honeſt-Mind and a good Practice: When per the Igno- 
xance is invincible, and the Life according to the beſt Knows 
ledge, there is a Juſtification and Excuſe. A Man will be ac+ 
cepted according to that which be hath, and nat according ta 
that which he hath not, and cannot have. 5 
In the other, the Reform d Churches which have nothing un- 
found either in Doctrine or Worſhip, we may rather call it 
their unhappineſs chan their fault, if they are deficient in their 
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\  Ordinatzons. But there's nothing requiſite towards Salvation 
but they are ſafe in, if there be nothin requiſite towards Sal. 
vation but Repent ance towards God, and Faith towards our Lord Nee! 


. 


r | 1 | | 
"Theſe are the Principles of a Moderate Man, as to the of i 
things, They may be called Latitude, or any other word whic nel 

Men pleaſe; but tis ſetting the Building to reſt upon its true I nec 
Foundation. All. things in Religion cannot be of the ſame | eng 
worth, Practice is the end of al the reſt: Therefore unwil. feat 

ful Errors in Faith, much leſs Miſtakes in any outward Con- wit 
Nirations, he cannor ſet upon the ſame foot with Sins in Pra- I mit 
\  Etice. Wickedneſs he takes to be the greateſt Hereſy, and a I tail 
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good Life the trueſt Orthodox. N 
Ik any of thoſe: Errors Men may fall into are worth cor- ¶ Ed: 
recting (as many of them are to ſettle them in the Purity of anc 
Faith, that will be beſt done by cool Reaſoning, by hard Ar. ma 
guments, and ſoft Words. Nothing elſe will juſtify Clamour, I dit 
And Evil. ſpeaking, and Reviling the Man we oppoſe ; and "twill ¶ thit 
never juſtify it ſelf, for it never does any good. — This as rig 
a Chriſtian. 15 e "4 = 
As a Member of this Church in particular: A Man, that [ 
acts by this Principle of Moderation, highly values and admires I gur 
its Conſtitution, and ſtrictly conforms himſelf to its Laws. Its I ſelf 
Prayers he looks on as Solid and Devout, and therefore heartily. to. 
Joins with them: Its Doctrines Pure and Sound, and therefore fin- of 
cerely believes them: W oh prone Decent and Lawful, and I neſ 
therefore complies with them: Its Biſhops, as Primitive, and An 
1 Ons his Superiours, and therefore lets nothing diſpenſe with his pre 
Obedience, with his Reſpect and Reverence to them. And tho* en 
he will not venture to ſay that any Humane Conſtitution is Nav. 
without its Faults, yet he thinks that ours has as few Imperfe- ] 
tions, and comes as near to the Primitive Pattern as any del 
Church ſince thoſe times ever dic. | „„ 0 


_ * Nothing can juſtify a Man's Separatlon from it but his Con-. 
ſcience. Wherever that 3 pleaded, and on good grounds anc 
too; there the Conſideration o eee Unity ſhould prevail, 0 
and cis a Sin to reſiſt it. I fay, The Bleſſings and the Advan- tha 
tages of Peace and Union, the diſmal and unhappy Conſe- 
quences of Diviſion, thoſe Animoſities and Hears, that Anger fn 
nk Hatred, thoſe revengeful and malicious Thoughts, thoſe Bu 
injuries in Word and Deed, that follow a Separation: That 4 
Mar kan ob ſti 
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ſigning Men to make uſe of theſe Differences for a State-tool to 


cetroy both Parties: The Scandalsand Offence that good Men 
may weakly take, and the Ill-ufes that wicked Men will make 


of them :'I ay, Theſe fad Effects, that conſidering the Wicked- 


nefs, and Corruption and Intereſts of the World will be the 


neceſſary Conſequences of theſe unneceflary Diviſions, ſhould 
engage Men, by all that they can value and all that they can 
fear, to weigh Things ſeriouly, to put aſide all Partiality ; and 


with a willing Mind examine the Laws and Meaſures of Confor- 


mity: Not to take up their Opinions at Adventures, nor to main» 
tain and perſevere in them but on Well. debated grounds: to 
look cloſely into themſelves, and ſee whether the Prejudices of 
Education, or the Unreaſonableneſs of Paſſion, or tne Appear- 
ance of a ſtricter Sanctity, or the eaſy but ſtrong Byas of Intereft 


may not have a faſter Hold on them than they are aware of; to 
diſentangle themſelves from all theſe Snares; and to ſuffer no- 
thing but a Conſcience, that they have taken all due pains 


rightly to inform, to keep them from a conſtant and heart 
Communion with the Eftabliſhmenr. 


* 
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But if notwithſtanding a true Senſe of the force of theſe Ar- 


guments upon one that is not under ſuch Ties as he finds him- 
ſelf, a Man cannot bring his Conſcience, after his beſt Care 
to believe thoſe things law ful or neceſſary which are required 


of him: ?T'is as much his Duty to ſeparate as it is to be an ho- 


neſt and ſincere Man, as it is not to act againſt his Conſcience. 
And *rwill be hard to prove that he fins in ir, except we can 
prove that God has laid a Man under a Neceſſity of Sinning 


on one fide or the other, after he has done all chat he can to 


avoid it. 


Irs certain that ſuch a Separation or Conſcience can never 


deſerve thoſe hard words that are beftow*d upon it; or that 


Men, who have the ſame Baptiſm, the ſame Faith, the ſame Hope 
of their Calling, the ſame Lord, the ſam? God and Father with us, 


and differ in Things of no great concern, ſhould beeſteem'd 


worſe than the moſt corrupt part of the Chriſtian Church, wore | 
than Mahometans, Heathens and Infidels. „5 
It were heartilv to be pray d for, that Men could be of the 


fame Mind, if that may be pray'd for whih can't be expected; 
But if that can't be, and there be no Chriſtianity in it, yet there 
is another thing that may be; and there is a great deal of Chri- 


ſtianity in that, and that is to bear with one another, and for- 
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the Enemy to enter at the Breaches that are made, and to de- 


{4 


give one another tho we do differ. I am almoſt aſham'd to thinkfſhut t! 
that ever it ſhould need being recommended, or that Menſa b 
ſhould want Forgiveneſs. Forgiveneſs for what? For not be. 
ing of the ſame Complexion and Stature, and Gate, for the dif 
| ferences in thoſe things are no more neceſfary than not agreeing 
in all Opinions, 1 8 ; | -" 
Such Differences perhaps may ſerve to a good end. And as in I Ti 
- Converſation they enliven and open a Man's Parts and keep hin: 

.. awake,ſo in the Church they may provoke Mens Emulation and I in the 
further their Learning and Induſtry ; as Winds keep a Country I in its 
wholſom, and cleanſe it of all its lazy Fogs. then 
Such Differences are not indeed the cauſes of thoſe Animoſi- Nasa L 

ties that ariſe from them, but they ariſe from them only occaſio- Ii, an 

b nally ; *tis Mens Pride only that Contention comes from, ts T 

| becauſe they cannot ſupport any Contradiction to what they Nand! 
pleaſe to think. 5 
Hence comes that Paſſion, which as it is not Chriſtian, ſo it is hay? 
not wile ; for it never accompliſhes a Man's Converſion, if that Iv 
be really the end of it: The Wrath of Man never worke the righte- Prin 

* oufneſs of God. | TOR | 

But if hard Thoughts and Words can't be juſtify d, much leſs I line 
Perſecution and Oppreſſion : A Man has a natural Right to Liberty I goo! 
of Conſcience, Wh no- body can take away from him, no not he his 
himſelf; and there can be no Reaſon to reſtrain it, except where ped] 
the Principles tend to the deſtruction of the Civil State. Perſecu · 


* 


| 
tion can neyer reach a Man's inward Perſuaſions; it may force * 
| ? him indeed to confeſs with hu Mouth, what it does not believe in 4 8 
bis Hear:: But no good Man would lay a Temptation to that in N N 
WW another's way. Fr A wi 
| | Moderation then teaches a Man to allow all their Liberty of Im 
| 8 Thinking, and to controul them no other way but by Reaſon Ito: 
i + and Argument, except in the Caſe before mention d. he: 
Nuay further, it teaches a Man that ſomething may and ſhould Nocc 
| he conceded to thoſe who diſſent, tho? unreaſonably, from us. the 
| Here *rwould be well if our Brethren would — and learn I Di. 


yielded to their Governours, and to the Opinions of thoſe that 

8 differ from them; and not complain of the ſtiffneſs of others 
W when they themſelves are ſtiff and untractable: Yer it that be 
nmnaoot to be gained, twould be noble to begin and try, and if there 
| be any thing, the amending of which would * the Conltt- of 
tution ſtill more unexceptionable; if any thing fo indecent ſur 


l | tis Leſſon of Moderation, and believe that ſomething might be IM 
3 
| 
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ut the leaving it out woud not make it worſe; if any thing 
tat being remoy'd would not ſhake the Foundation or corrupt . | 


eWher the Purgicy or Decency of our Worſhip, it would be no 1 
* 0 WDiſprace to give 1t up for a3 much Peace as it wauld purehaſe. 7 
ng would be an Honour on ſuch Conditions to ceaſe from Strife, 
13 in aod being firſt pure than to be peaceable and gentle, or moderate, 4 
him! This is the Moderation the Church of England it (elf allows, Y 


and inthe Preface : her Liturgy : This is the Moderation was ug'd . 

ntry Nin its firſt Eſtabliſhment; and 'tis hard that that Eaſe that was 
then intended for other Difſenters ſhould any ways be turn d 

wſt- Nasa Difficulty upon thoſe that afterwards come as much to want * 

aſ10- I i, and much more to deſerve it. ö „ . 

is This as a Memper of the Charch, as a Subject of the State, 

hey and living under ſuch a Conſtitution he admires the Frame ood | 

Temper of it; where there is a juſt Moderation preſerv'd, in 

having ſuch a Proviſion made both for the Authority of the 

bro. Prince, and the Liberty of the People: and therefore he ſets 

himſelf to live a quiet and peaceable Life under it in all Ged-- 

lefs Ylineſs and Honeſty, The Prince has in it all the power that a 

erty ¶ good Prince can deſire, of being a Bleſſing and Happineſs ta 

t he his People; and the People have all the Liberty they can ex- | 

ere ¶ pect in an Aſſurance that he ſhall not be able to do them any  * 
harm. As far as this Conſtitution will carry it, ſo far his Loyal. 8 

5 goes: He obeys the Prince according to Laws with all rea- 

dineſs ; contributes to the Neceſſities and Demands of the State 

within that Compaſs, with all chearſulneſs and Vigour; ani- 

7 of mates and encourages Men to an eaſy and dutiful Subjection, | 

fon Ito a brisk and hearty. Service of their Sovereign and Country; 

he makes not ſuſpicions, and diſtant and groundleſs Fears the 

uld Noccaſions of Grumblings and Animoſiries; picks not up all 

Ie little Surmiſes and Stories that may bring Contempt or 

wr Diſlike on the Adminiſtration; he makes not the worſt of thoſs 

Miſtakes that the wiſeſt Men may fall into, nor of the ill Suc- 

ers Neeſſes which the beſt-laid Deſigns muſt meer witb. | 

be M Bur beyond this, if an ly vaſion be made on the Liberties ol 

ere Nche People, if the Conſtitution beſtruck at, and the Foundation 

iti · Pf all that's dear to Mankind broke thro; if the Will and Plea- 

ent ure of the Prince be ſet in the place of all choſe Laws that are 
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the Security of a Nation, he cannot fit fill and fee his Mother 
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bound and abus d before his Face, but thinks a Reſiſtance tg 


ſuch Attempts both juſt and honourable; this his Mo leratiom, 
. which ſets a true value on things, teaches him. 7 


” 


For except Government and Nations were made for the dig. 
nifying and the pride of one Man, and not that Man for the 
Government and the good of Nations, except Nature and Rea. 


ſobn, which both riſe up againſt ſuch Oppreſſion were in vain 


given us: except St. Paul argue wrong, who makes the Powers 
being ordain'd for Mens good the only Reaſon of their Subje- 
tion; except our Conſtitutions being plac d in different hangs 


to be checks on one another by only a Name; except the Par- 


liament, the Laws, the Property of the Subject be only a Cob. 


web and a Shadow; except this and much more, Paſſive Obe- 


dience, that unnatural Doctrine is as certainly falſe, as it is cer- 
tainly true that thoſe who pretend to believe it, care the leaſt to 


. practiſe it. I have now done with the firſt Head, and ſhew'd 


you what the Principles of a Moderate Man are, perhaps roo 


fully: But the Thing is too good to be aſham'd of, and the 
Times too good to be afraid to own it. 
II. Why indeed ſhould a Man be aſham'd to own and pro- 


_ fefs ir, to ſpeak to the ſecond Thing, when *cis really ſo excellent 


a Virtue, that we may with Honour let it be known unto al 
Men. Tis what Reaſon, and good Senſe, and good Nature 
recommend ; to-be zealous for things according to their worth 
and value: To keep between the extremities that dangerouſly 


.encloſe Virtue : to be gentle and eaſy to all: to be ready to give 


up what's leſs worthy for what is truly valuablegnanimate Na. 
ture it ſelf, the whole Creation gives teſtimony to it, where all 
things are preſerv?d in their Being, and Beauty and Perfection 


by that mean that is obſerv'd in them, and brought to Cor- 


ruption and Ruine by Violence and Exceſs on either fide. | 
Tis what the Scripture moſt expreſly commands, and is a 


branch of that Charity which ſufferet h long and # kind,which i 


envieth not aud is noteaſily pro vol d; which hopet h all things 
and endureth all things : Of that Charity which teaches to bear 
with and forgive one another; to be gentle and eafy to be in- 


treated; to bear one another's burdens; to condeſcend to mY 
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that ate weak ; to become all things to all Man; not to pleaſe | 
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our ſelves, but every one of us to pleaſe his Neighbour for his 
goed to Edification,to put away all bitterneſs and evil-ſpeaking, 
and wrath,and. anger, and clamour; to be patiem towards all 
Men, in meekneſs inſtruct ing thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, 1 
might mention many more Places throughout the New Te- 

fament. The Author of which Chriſt Feſwus, was our great 

pattern in his Virtue: God himſelf propoſes himſelf to our 

Imitation under this Character. Good God! If there could have 
been in him thoſe Paſſions that Men expreſs to one another; 
If He had been ſo extreme and rigorous on every default and 
ſin of ours; if he had not known how to forgive out of His in- 


finite Patience and Long-ſuffering ; if he could not have paſ d | 


by and been ready to pardon and forget greater offences than 


we poor Cocatures,can commit again one another; if he could 


not have abated of that Sentence which his Juſtice could have 
executed; if Chrift Feſas, tho greater than any are, could not 
have humbled himſelf lower than. any Man will, and haye 
condeſcended from the Throne of his Glory, to have took on 
bim ſinful Fleſh, and to have died for us, even when we were 
Enemies to him; were | 
into the hands of God, and not into the hands of Men. 


Tis Moderation only that can ever carry its end, and con- 


vince and convert our Adverſaries. Anger and Heat give a 
Man an ill Impreſſion of him that brings it; and he'll never 
believe that he deſigns him any good when he has ſuch an un- 
toward way of ſhewing it. When Zeal has a rough edge and 
1s in a rough Hand, it may ſerve to hack and hew and deſtroy, 
but it muſt be fofren'd with Prudence and Temper, and then 
as a Razor ſet in Oil, with a ſharp and ſmooth Edge it will carry 
all before it, and take off Mens Prejudices and Obſtinacy. - 
T'is this that is the Glory of our Charch, whoſe outward 


| Conſtitution is ſeated between the extremes of Pageantry and 


Indecency : Tis this that is the Excellency of our State, that is in 
the Middle, bending neither to conſuſion nor Arbitrary Power. | 
A Man then that follows ſuch good Precedents, whoſe Tem- 
per is neither baſe nor ſtubborn, whoſe Religion is neither Su- 
perſtition nor Enthuſiaſm, whoſe Conformity is neither looſe 


we now been? Twas well we fel 
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ms, ſtill went on with his Heart and FE 
defend us; and after He had ſettled a 
in ſuch a way as might ſecure the Religion He h. 
bd - fignd his Throne, which his Virtue had preſerv'd for Her 
au the Hearts of His People, to a E E N who ſo de- 
fervedly fills both. | Mob OY 
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when he has good Nature, and Senſe, and Reaſon ; when be 


bas Scripture, and the Example as well as the Word of God, 
when he has our own Goverment both in Civil and Eccleſi. 


4 . ” * I 0 > | ( 14 ) | 8 hs ; 2 | 
'-  norintraRtible, whoſe Loyalty is neither Leveling nor Slaviſh,WTh 
yer! 


aſtical Matters to defend and back him, need not be afraid to . 


venture himſelf under ſuch a guard, againſt any Oppoſition: 
or aſhan'd to own thoſe Principles, which are fo glorioufly 
ſupported: 5 A | 


Tas Moderation, a prudent and calm Management; nor 


making large and violent Steps, nor puſhing hard againſt thoſe i 
7 that were likely to diflent, bur leaving ſome ſpace for them; | 
that was the Eſtabliſhing and Perſecting of our firſt Reforma- Wt | 


tion, and procuring us that pure Religion which we enjoy. 
*T was Moderation after the Extravagancies and Madnef; 

of the Troubleſome Times; when Men began to grow cool 

and ſee the Folly of their Violence by the Effects of it, that 


And the fame might have maintain'd it in 
every Branch. | 


Here indeed we have ſomewhat to thank a baſty Violence 


and Zeal for; for that it was that confounded and broke all 
the Deſigns that were formed againſt us. May the blindnef 
of a precipitant Fury always be to our Enemies and thoſe 


that hate us. 


_ ?T'was Moderation, whether Men would or no,that brought 


them to lay and deſign that Glorious Revolution that ſav'd us 


from Two of the worſt Things in the World, Popery and 


. Slavery, Twas the Temper and Principle of that Great 


Prince that was God's mighty Inſtrument in it, 
A Prince, that after He had at the grearef 


and Life, to 
88810 N 
ſav d, Re- 


That 


:- 


| We of this Nation have more particular Reaſon to value 
this Virtue, becauſe by it we enjoy all that we enjoy. | 


brought again to the Kingdom and Throne, the Royal Fa- 
mily. 


nazard reſcued. 


That having now Reign d but Five Years, a ſmall part, 
Je ſmall part, we hope, of Her Reign, bas ſpread the 
ory and ſettled the Happineſs of the Engliſh Nation be- 
nd what former Ages could ever boaſt, or the preſent hope 
. Victory Abroad runs on like a rapid Torrent, that no- 
ing can withſtand ; and Juſtice at Home flows like a deep 
| lent Stream, ſpeading it ſelf through all the Parts of 
e Land, without the checks and ſtops of Arbitrary Power 
> make it roar, and affrighten the Neighbourhood. Peace 
ariſhes at Home, and drefles it ſelf up in the Rich and 

fly Attire of Plenty, and UNION from a Neighbour- 
g Nation gives us a Confidence, That that Peace and that 
eney ſhall be laſting and encreaſing. When a Man thinks 
f theſe Things, and conſiders how the LORD delights in 
e Proſperity of his Servant, and how happy, and how _ 
lefſed the People are that are in our Caſe; a Joy riſes in his 
reaſt, he can't contain, and 'tis impoſſible to be Moderate 
ay rather, That Joy is ſo juſt, that it's impoſſible to be im- 

derate in it. e | | | 
Tis Moderation again that has given us this Union, that 
u compleated this Great Work, that for a Hundred Years 


ence Wefore has been ineffectually attempted, to the Honour of 
e all Woſe that were concern d in the Framing, Promoting, Ma- 
inels aging and Perfecting of it, to the Immortal Glory of that 
hoſe Reign wherein it is accomplifh'd. Such a Temper there 


35 in all the Demands of each Nation; ſuch a Condeſcen- 


1ght on to one anothers Laws. and Intereſts; ſuch a ſtout Calm- 
d us Peſs in paſſing over all thoſe occaſions that were laid for 
and Nuarrel and Violence; theſe Things were fo viſible in it, that 
reat 


Wis Great Work muſt be allow'd to be the Workmanſhip of 
as great Virtue. | . N 


:ued W And as this Virtue has alwas ſav'd us, ſo it mult be this 

„ to lone that muſt ſecure from thoſe Evils, which no Power,, 
) N fithout the aſſiſtance of our own Pride and Contentions, our 

Re- 


wn unreaſonable Stiffneſs in Party and Faction can bring 
pon us. | | 2 
In ſhort then, When Gentleneſs and Good-nature, when © 
-emency and Tenderneſs, when Forbearance and F * 1 
55 


netz, when a juſt Eſtimation of Things; and a reaſonab 
and kind Condeſcenſion are no Vitures, then, and not u 
then, may we be bleſs'd with the honourable Character 
Immoderate Men. e 1 
I ſhouid now ſpeak to the Third Thing, The 
band; I han't Time: I ſhall only mention one Text th 
Woll ſhew what I would ſay. 5 
If ttrat Servant whom his Lord ſhall ſet over his houſe ſb 
ſay in his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming, and ſhall hi 
gin to beat the Men-ſervants and Maidens, and to eat ay 
drink, and be drunken: the Lord of that Servant ſhall c 
in a day when be looketh not for him, and at an hour when 
is not aware, and ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him hi 
portion with the Unbelievers ;*and Conclude with the Word 
of the Great Archbiſhop Tillotſon. Speaking of Biſhop . 
Eins, he ſays, I purpoſely mention his Moderation, and lily 
wiſe adventure to commend him for it: Not wirſtanding tha 
this Virtue, ſo much eſteemed and magnified by Wiſe-men in al 
Apes, hath of late been declaimed agaiuſt with ſo much zu 
and fierceneſs, and yet with that good Grace and Confidence a 
if it were not only no Virtue,bat even the Sum and Abridgmen 
of all Vicees. I ſay, notwithſtanding all this, I am (till i 
the Old Opinion, That Moderation is a Virtue, and one of tht 
peculiar Ornaments and Advantages of the ecellem Conftitu 
tion of our Church; and mut at lafit be the Temper of be 
Members, eſpecially the Clergy, if ever we ſeriouſly intend the 
firm Eſtabliſhment of this Church, and do not induſtriouſly d. 
fign, by cheriſhing Heats and Diviſions among Our- ſel ves, tt 
let in Popery at theſe Breaches, | | 


Now to God, Cc. 
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